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Talyalalai as Travelers, Tourism Resources, and Leaders of Tourism Initiatives : The
Entanglement of Traditional Chieftainship and Cultural Tourism among the Rukai,

Indigenous Peoples of Taiwan

YOU Xiao

This paper examines the interrelationship between traditional social institutions and cultural tourism among the
Indigenous Peoples of Taiwan, with a particular focus on the traditional Rukai chiefs, known as 'talyalalal. It traces
the history of tourism involving Indigenous Peoples of Taiwan, from the Japanese colonial era to the present. Various
entanglements between the traditional Rukai chieftainship and cultural tourism are explored through case studies,
including raltalalai who were forced to travel to Japan during the colonial period, those who were turned into cultural
resources for tourism, and those who currently lead tourism initiatives in their communities. Through these case
studies, the paper illustrates how cultural tourism has fostered new logics that support traditional social institutions,

which have been weakened by colonization and modernization—similar to a process of ‘grafting’.

¥ —7—F L (cultural tourism), HEJFE{ERE (Indigenous Peoples of Taiwan), /7 4 (Rukai), 58 H il
& (chieftainship), ¥ K| (‘grafting’)
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Hfiar (ol T8, BmEpk, MRATII R &), BURESN (ABE LY, REI L), BEMR. 2R, Wi
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