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Location and View of the Four Buddhist Temples in Nara Prefecture

of the Thirty-three Kannon Pilgrimage Sites in Saigoku

JINE
ONO Kenkichi

Of the thirty-three Kannon pilgrimage sites in Saigoku (Western Japan), four are located in Nara Prefecture: Minami-
hokke-ji Temple (Tsubosaka-dera Temple) at No. 6, Oka-dera Temple at No. 7, Hase-dera Temple at No. 8, and
Nan’endo Hall of Kofuku-ji Temple at No. 9. The author has pointed out that many of the Buddhist temples and halls of
the thirty-three Kannon pilgrimage sites are located on mountainsides, and that this is thought to be based on the
descriptions of the residence of Kannon in Mt. Potalaka in Avatamsaka Sutra and Great Tang Records on the Western
Regions. In this paper, it is confirmed through field surveys that the above-mentioned four temples in Nara Prefecture

also match the image of the residence of Kannon in Mt. Potalaka in terms of location, view, water landscape and so on.
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